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CiiAS.  1).  Woods. 

The  Legirilntiiie  of  1897  enacted  a  law  regulating  the  sale, 
inspection,  and  clieiiiical  analysis  of  the  by-products  sold  as  con- 
centrated feeds  for  cattle.  With  the  increased  use  of  this  class 
of  food  materials  it  has  been  found,  by  chemical  analysis  and 
feeding  tests,  as  well  as  by  common  experience,  that  there  are 
great  differences  in  the  feeding  values  of  goods  which  outwardly 
closely  resemble  each  other.  As  an  illustration  the  following 
case  may  be  quoted  :  Some  time  ago  the  Station  purchased  a 
quantity  of  cotton-seed  meal  from  a  Bangor  dealer.  A  few  weeks 
later  the  firm  offered  at  a  somewhat  reduced  rate  a  brand  which, 
to  outward  appearance,  was  apparently  equal  to  the  first.  Yet 
chemical  analysis  showed  that  the  first  contained  52.2  per  cent, 
protein  and  the  latter  only  31.9  per  cent.  In  other  words,  one, 
which  was  an  unusually  good  article,  contained  over  60  per  cent, 
more  protein  than  the  other,  which  proved  much  below  the  aver- 
age. As  regards  the  value,  the  actual  difference  was  probably 
much  greater,  since  the  amount  of  ash  found  in  the  lower  grade 
indicated  that  the  adulterant  used  was  of  inferior  quality,  and 
the  digestibility  of  the  protein  present  must  have  been  affected 
thereby. 

In  the  improvement  in  the  manufacture  of  gluten  meals  and 
feeds,  and  the  increased  demand  for  corn  oil,  the  percentages  of 
fat  have  been  greatly  diminished  and  in  mogt  glutens  the  per- 
centages of  protein  have  been  correspondingly  increased.  The 
general  feeling  of  dissatisfaction  with  the  existing  state  of  things 
came  to  the  front  at  the  State  Dairy  Meeting  held  in  Skow- 
hegan  in  December  of  last  year,  and  again  later  at  the  meeting  of 
the  State  Grange.  At  the  first  of  these  meetings  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture  appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  law  to  regulate 
the  sale  of  feeding  stuffs.  The  State  Grange  passed  resolutions 
urging  the  desirablility  of  such  legislation.  At  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  the  committee  presented  their 
report,  recommending  the  enactment  of  a  law  in  all  its  essentials 
identical  with  the  act  which  was  finally  passed  in  March,  1897, 
the  full  text  of  which  follows. 
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An  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  and  analysis  of  Concentrated  Com- 
mercial Feeding  Stuff, 

Section  1.  Every  manufacturer,  company  or  person  who  shall 
sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  or  for  distribution  in  this  State  any 
concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff,  as  defined  in  section  three 
of  this  act,  used  for  feeding  farm  live  stock,  shall,  in  addition  to 
the  tax  tag  described  in  section  five  of  this  act,  aflSx  to  every 
package  of  such  feeding  stuff,  in  a  conspicuous  place  on  the  out- 
side thereof,  a  plainly  printed  statement  clearly  and  truly  certify- 
ing the  number  of  net  pounds  in  the  package  sold  or  offered  for 
sale,  the  name  or  trade  mark  under  which  the  article  is  sold,  the 
name  of  the  manufacturer  or  shipper,  the  place  of  manufacture, 
the  place  of  business  and  a  chemical  analysis  stating  the  percent- 
age of  crude  protein,  allowing  one  per  cent,  of  nitrogen  to  equal 
six  and  one-fourth  per  cent,  of  protein,  and  of  crude  fat  it  con- 
tains, both  constituents  to  be  determined  by  the  methods  adopted 
at  the  time  by  the  Association  of  OflScial  Agricultural  Chemists. 

Section  2,  The  term  concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff, 
as  here  used,  shall  not  include  hays  and  straws,  the  whole  seeds 
nor  the  unmixed  meals  made  directly  from  the  entire  grains  of 
wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  Indian  corn,  buckwheat,  and  broom 
corn.  Neither  shall  it  include  wheat,  rye  and  buckwheat  brans 
or  middlings,  not  mixed  with  other  substances,  but  sold  sepa- 
rately, as  distinct  articles  of  commerce,  nor  pure  grains  ground 
together. 

Section  3.  The  term  concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff, 
as  here  used,  shall  include  linseed  meals,  cotton-seed  meals,  pea 
meals,  cocoanut  meals,  gluten  meals,  gluten  feeds,  maize  feeds, 
starch  feeds,  sugar  feeds,  dried  brewer's  grains,  malt  sprouts, 
hominy  feeds,  cerealine  feeds,  rice  meals,  oat  feeds,  corn  and  oat 
chops,  ground  beef  or  fish  scraps,  mixed  feeds,  and  all  other 
materials  of  similar  nature  not  included  within  section  two  of 
this  act. 

Section  4.  Before  any  manufacturer,  company  or  person  shall 
sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  in  this  State  any  concentrated  com- 
mercial feeding  stuff,  as  defined  in  section  three  of  this  act,  he  or 
the^^  shall  for  each  and  every  feeding  stuff"  bearing  a  distinguish- 
ing name  or  trade  mark,  file  with  the  Director  of  the  Maine  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station  a  certified  copy  of  the  statement 
named  in  section  one  of  this  act,  said  certified  copy  to  be  accom- 
panied, when  the  Director  shall  so  request,  by  a  sealed  glass  jar 
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or  bottle  containing  at  least  one  pound  of  tlie  feeding  stuff  to  be 
sold  or  offered  for  sale,  and  the  connpany  or  person  furnishing 
said  sample  shall  thereupon  make  affidavit  tliat  said  sample  cor- 
responds within  reasonable  limits  to  the  feeding  stuff  which  it 
represents,  in  the  percentage  of  protein  and  fat  which  it  contains. 

Section  5.  Each  manufacturer,  importer,  agent  or  seller  of 
any  concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff,  as  defined  in  section 
three  of  this  act,  shall  pay  to  the  Director  of  the  Maine  Agricul- 
tural Experiment  Station  an  inspectiocLtax  of  teiu  ceBts  per^lon 
for  each  ton  of  such  concentrated  feeding  stuff  sold  or  offered  for 
sale  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  shall  affix  to  each  car  shipped  in 
bulk  and  to  each  bag,  barrel  or  other  package  of  such  concen- 
trated feeding  stuff,  a  tag  to  be  furnished  by  said  Director,  stat- 
ing that  all  charges  specified  in  this  section  have  been  paid.  The 
Director  of  said  Experiment  Station  is  hereby  empowered  to  pre- 
scribe the  forms  for  such  tags,  and  adopt  such  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law.  Whenever  the 
manufacturer  or  importer  or  shipper  of  a  concentrated  feeding 
stuff"  shall  have  tiled  the  statement  made  in  section  one  of  this  act 
and  paid  the  inspection  tax,  no  agent  or  seller  of  said  manufac- 
turer, importer  or  shipper  shall  be  required  to  file  such  statement 
or  pay  such  tax.  The  amount  of  inspection  tax  received  by  said 
Director  shall  be  paid  by  him  into  the  treasury  of  the  Maine  Agri- 
cultural Experiment  Station.  The  treasurer  of  said  station  shall 
make  an  annual  report  of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  funds 
from  this  inspection  tax,  and  all  receipts  in  excess  of  three 
thousand  dollars  shall  be  carried  into  the  state  treasury. 

Section  6.  Any  manufacturer,  importer  or  person  who  shall 
sell,  offer  or  expose  for  sale  or  for  distribution  in  this  State 
any  concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff,  as  defined  in  section 
three  of  this  act,  without  complying  with  the  requirements  of  the 
preceding  sections  of  this  act,  or  any  feeding  stuff  which  contains 
substantially  a  smaller  percentage  of  constituents  than  are  certi- 
fied to  be  contained,  shall,  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction,  be  fined  not  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  for  the 
first  offense,  and  not  more  than  two  hundred  dollars  for  each 
subsequent  offense. 

Section  7..  The  Director  of  the  Maine  Experiment  Station 
shall  annually  analyze,  or  cause  to  be  analyzed,  at  least  one  sample 
to  be  taken  in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  of  every  con- 
centrated commercial  feeding  stuff  sold  or  offered  for  sale  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act.    Said  Director  is  hereby  authorized 
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and  directed  in  person  or  by  deputy  to  take  a  sample,  not  exceed- 
ing two  pounds  in  weight,  for  said  analysis,  from  any  lot  or 
package  of  concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff  which  may  be 
in  the  possession  of  any  manufacturer,  importer,  agent  or  dealer 
in  this  State  ;  but  said  sample  shall  be  drawn  in  the  presence  of 
said  party  or  parties  in  interest,  or  their  representative,  and  taken 
from  a  parcel  or  a  number  of  packages,  which  shall  not  be  less 
than  ten  per  cent  of  the  whole  lot  sampled,  and  shall  be 
thoroughly  mixed,  and  then  divided  into  two  equal  samples,  and 
placed  in  glass  vessels,  and  carefully  sealed  and  a  label  placed  on 
each,  stating  the  name  or  brand  of  the  feeding  stuff  or  material 
sampled,  the  name  of  the  party  from  whose  stock  the  sample  was 
drawn  and  the  time  and  place  of  drawing,  and  said  label  shall 
also  be  signed  by  the  Director  or  his  deputy  and  by  the  party  or 
parties  in  interest  or  their  representative  at  the  drawing  and  seal- 
ing of  said  samples  ;  one  of  said  duplicate  samples  shall  be  re- 
tained by  the  Director  and  the  other  by  the  party  whose  stock 
was  sampled  ;  and  the  sample  or  samples  retained  by  the  Director 
shall  be  for  comparison  with  the  certified  statement  named  in 
section  four  of  this  act.  The  result  of  the  analysis  of  the  sample 
or  samples  so  procured,  together  with  such  additional  informa- 
tion as  circumstances  advise,  shall  be  published  in  reports  or 
bulletins  from  time  to  time. 

Sectiox  8.  Whenever  the  Director  becomes  cognizant  of  the 
violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall  report 
such  violation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and 
said  Secretary  shall  prosecute  the  party  or  parties  thus  reported  : 
but  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Secretary,  upon  thus  ascertaining 
any  violation  of  this  act,  to  forthwith  notify  the  manufacturer, 
importer  or  dealer  in  writing,  and  give  him  not  less  than  thirty 
days  thereafter  in  which  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act,  but  there  shall  be  no  prosecution  in  relation  to  the  quality  of 
any  concentrated  commercial  feeding  stuff  if  the  same  shall  be 
found  substantially  equivalent  to  the  certified  statement  named  in 
section  four  of  this  act. 

Section  9.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this 
act  are  hereby  repealed. 

Section  10.  This  act  shall  take  effect  October  first,  eighteen 
hundred  and  niuety-seven. 
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CHIP:F  I'KOVISIOxNS  OK  TIIK  LAW. 

Tlie  i)oiiits  of  the  law  of  most  iutcrest  both  to  the  dealer  and 
consumer  arc  concisely  stated  below. 

Kinds  of  Feed  coming  vntlmt  the  Lav\  The  law  covers  all 
feeding  stuffs  except  hays  and  straws ;  whole  seeds  and  meals  of 
wheat,  rye,  barle\%  oats,  Indian  corn,  buckwheat  and  broom  corn; 
bi'ans  and  middlings.  The  principal  feeds  coming  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  are  linseed  meals,  cotton-seed  meals,  pea  meals, 
cocoanut  meals,  gluten  meals,  gluten  feeds,  maize  feeds,  starch 
feeds,  sugar  feeds,  dried  brewer's  grains,  malt  sprouts,  homin}^ 
feeds,  cerealine  feeds,  rice  meals,  oat  feeds,  corn  and  oat  chops, 
ground  beef  or  fish  scraps,  mixed  feeds,  and  all  other  materials 
of  similar  nature. 

Inspection  tax.  In  order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  inspection, 
a  tax  of  ten  cents  per  ton  must  be  paid  to  the  Director  of  the 
Maine  Agricultural  Experiment  Station. 

Tax  Tag.  The  Director  of  the  Station,  on  receipt  of  the  in- 
spection tax  is  required  to  furnish  a  tag  stating  that  all  charges, 
have  been  paid.  The  form  of  tag  to  be  used  for  the  present  will 
consist  of  an  ordinary  shipi)ing  tag,  colored  red,  similar  in  design 
to  the  following  : 


These  tags  with  the  number  of  pounds  printed  in  will  be  fur- 
nished in  any  quantity  on  receipt  of  the  tonnage  tax.  The  tags 
will  be  provided  with  strings  or  wires  if  desired.  Unused  tags 
will  be  redeemed  at  any  time.  Tags  will  be  sent  by  express, 
charges  for  carriage  to  be  collected. 
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The  Brand.  Each  package  of  feeding  stuff  included  within 
the  law  shall  have  affixed  the  tax  tag  described  in  Sec.  5  of 
the  law,  and  shall  also  bear  conspicuously  printed  the  following 
statements  : 

The  number  of  net  pounds  contained  in  the  package. 
The  name  or  trade  mark  under  which  it  is  sold. 
The  name  of  the  manufacturer  or  shipper. 
The  place  of  manufacture. 

The  place  of  business  of  manufacturer  or  shipper. 
The  percentage  of  crude  protein. 
The  percentage  of  crude  fat. 

Tbese  statements  may  be  printed  directly  on  the  bag,  on  a  tag 
to  be  attached  to  the  package,  or  on  the  back  of  the  tax  tag 
furnished  by  the  Director  of  the  Station. 

A  copy  of  this  statemert  of  brand  must  be  filed  with  the 
Director  of  the  Station. 

Analysis.  Whenever  the  Director  of  the  Station  shall  so 
fpquest,  the  certificate  mentioned  in  Sec.  4  must  be  accompanied 
by  a  sealed  sample  of  the  goods  eo  certified.  It  shall  also  be  the 
duty  of  the  Director  to  cause  to  be  collected  each  year  at  least 
one  sample  of  each  of  the  brands  of  Feeding  Stuffs  coming 
within  the  provisions  of  this  act.  These  samples  are  to  be 
analyzed  and  the  results,  together  with  related  matter,  published 
from  time  to  time  in  the  form  of  bulletins. 

Analyses  for  manufacturers,  dealers  and  others,  which  are  not 
of  general  interest  and  which  are  not  called  for  by  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  will  be  made  on  request  at  a  price  sufficient  to  cover 
the  cost  of  analysis.  The  rates  will  be:  for  protein,  one  dollar; 
for  fat,  two  doliars.  Under  no  conditions  will  the  Station  under- 
take analyses  the  results  of  which  cannot  be  published. 

The  act  is  to  take  effect  October  first.  If  observed  failures  to 
comply  are  reported  to  the  Station,  it  will  facilitate  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law. 


